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What a Miracle!

by
President Randall Golter

“Let love be genuine ... Contribute to the needs of the saints ...” (Romans 12:9, 13).

I received an e-mail from Bishop Wilhelm Weber several
weeks ago, asking for help. The seminary in South Africa--
located in Pretoria and the one at which the Bishop is also
Rector--was in need of funds. Seven Ugandans wanted to
study to become pastors at the seminary; the financial need

. for each was around $7,000.
Therefore I endure every-

thing for the sake of the

I asked Doug Ullmann, Business Administrative
Executlve for the RMD, to see what funds were in the South Africa fund. I knew that
some congregations had kept contributing to this cause, even past the three-year span
when God’s people gave over $500,000 to our South African mission.

elect, that they also may
obtain the salvation that is
in Christ Jesus with eternal
glory.” 2 Timothy 2:10

Doug said the fund had around $40,000, and a congregation (Zion, Holyoke) had just
sent in another thousand dollars. I said, “Praise the Lord! Unbelievable.” We had
almost enough for all seven students to be able to attend the seminary.

We sent the funds a week ago, and now the Lord will work His way to train men in
His solid and saving Word. They will be God’s instruments to preach the Good News
far and wide, making Christ present through the Word by the Spirit’s power.

I know there are tremendous needs here in the Rocky Mountain District. Funds are
distributed from the collection of the churches to various ministries and church worker
needs. I wish we had more!

We are bound together as one Church--whether in South Africa or here--by the strong
voice of Jesus Christ through His Word. His blood which was shed on the Cross is
communicated to us through the Word and applied to our lips, bodies, and souls in the
Lord’s Supper. We confess what Christ teaches us in His sure and strong Word.

The one Triune God binds us together; therefore, He causes us to love, serve, and help
wherever and whenever there is need, far and near.
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Shepherd of the Hills Welcomes New Pastor

Members and friends of Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church of Ruidoso, NM, welcomed
their new pastor, Rev. Thomas Schoech, at his installation service on Sunday, January 30,
2011.

Rev. Randall Golter, president of the Rocky Mountain District, Lutheran Church—M issouri
Synod (LCMS), preached the sermon and officiated at the installation of Pastor Schoech,
with the elders of the congregation participating in the service.
Pastor Schoech is a graduate of Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, MO. His first pastoral call
was to St. Paul Lutheran Church and School in Ann Arbor, MI where he served as associate
pastor for 20 years. During those years, he led
in the planting of a mission congregation,
i, | Peace Lutheran Church in Scio Township,

| west of Ann Arbor.

He later served on the staff of the LCMS
Foundation, working as a major gifts officer of
LCMS World Mission. In 2007-2008 he
served as the vacancy

senior pastor at St. John

Lutheran Church, and then as interim campus
chaplain at Concordia University, both in
Seward, NE. He joined the staff of the LCMS

Rocky Mountain District as director of

development in 2008. In November 2010 he entered the Intentional Interim Ministry
program, a program designed to help congregations through periods of major transition. His
first call as intentional interim pastor is to Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, Ruidoso,
NM.

Pastor Schoech will serve Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church as their full-time pastor.
Also, in his role as intentional interim pastor, he will work with the congregation as an
advisor, helping the congregation work through its past and make plans for the future.
Pastor Schoech looks forward to serving as an interim pastor for approximately twelve
months at Shepherd of the Hills, helping lead the congregation to a renewal of its mission
and ministry. The congregation is excited to start this new chapter in service to our Lord
and community.

In Picture: (Left to right) Rev. Randall Golter, President of the Rocky Mountain District
(LCMS), and Rev. Thomas Schoech.
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Greg Koch and Terry Kieschnick
Join Lutheran Social Services Board

AUSTIN, TX — Gregory M. Koch, J. D., from Houston, TX, and Terry Lee Kieschnick from
Georgetown, TX, have been elected to the Lutheran Social Services of the South (LSS) Board
of Directors.

LSS is a multifaceted social services agency based in Austin that serves more than 45,000 peo-
ple throughout Texas and Louisiana each year. LSS provides foster care and adoption services
through the agency’s 16 offices throughout Texas, and operates three children’s residential
treatment centers, one emergency refugee children’s shelter, six senior living communities,
Trinity Charter Schools on four campuses, emergency assistance in the Lubbock area, and help
and support for hurricane and disaster victims.

Selection for the Board is based on demonstrated interest, expertise, and involvement in serving
LSS through its social ministries, and carrying out its mission of providing help, healing, and
hope to those in need, regardless of religious beliefs, ethnicity, gender, or age. The term for

the LSS Board is three years.

Koch manages Gregory M. Koch & Associates, P.C., an independent law
firm that provides legal counsel in commercial and individual litigation.
Koch’s law career followed 11 years with the NFL as an offensive line-
man. He was selected All Pro in 1982, and was inducted into the Green
Bay Packers Hall of Fame in July 2010 and the University of Arkansas
Sports Hall of Honor in September 2010.

Kieschnick’s volunteer work in the Lutheran Church includes being key-
note speaker at Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) conven-
tions across the nation, advisory board member of Pastoral Leadership In-
stitute, and member of the Concordia University Mequon Women’s Lead-
ership Institute Advisory Board. Her role as pastor’s wife has provided
opportunity for support of her husband Jerry Kieschnick’s 40 years of min-
istry as mission developer, parish pastor, development executive, district
president, and national church body president.

“Greg Koch and Terry Kieschnick both bring a passion for community involvement and chil-
dren’s causes to the LSS Board at a time when the foster care system in Texas is poised to un-
dergo major changes. We are very fortunate to have them joining us during this important tran-
sition,” said Dr. Kurt Senske, chief executive officer of LSS.



Rocky Mountain District—LCMS

www.ignitingchurchandcultureforchrist.org

Rocky Mountain District LWML Scholarships

The application deadline for scholarships from the Rocky Mountain District
LWML is April 1. These scholarships are available to ten RMD students in the
Concordia University system or attending one of the LC-MS Seminaries.
Application forms and information are available on the website
www.rmdlwml.org). If you have questions, you may contact Beth Nagy,
chairman of the Scholarship Endowment Fund Committee at
scholarships@rmdlwml.org or 303-284-7510.

The Lutheran Chorale Presents
Church Choir Choral Workshop & Concert
Workshop: Saturday, March 12, 9 am-4 pm, ($5 for lunch)

Workshop topics include:
Healthy Vocal production
Sight reading
Music selections for the church year
The Choir’s role in Worship
Integrating Liturgy using various musical Styles

o g Resources for Praise Bands

Concert: Sunday, March 13, 3:00 pm
“Hymns Triumphant” by Lee Holdridge

The Chorale invites all workshop participants to sing with us

Location: Bethlehem Lutheran Church and School

2100 South Wadsworth Blvd., Lakewood, Colorado

(Freewill Offering)
Contacts: David Hodel Hodel David@comcast.net
Linda Blandin |in-60@hotmail.com
All proceeds from the concert will benefit Bright Stars of Bethlehem,
a ministry of the Christmas Lutheran Church in Bethlehem—
the funds will be used for a music room at the new Dar Al-Kalima College

It’s coming ...

RMD LCMS Evangelism Team is partnering with
Lutheran Hour Ministries to host a Conversations of Grace

Conference on November 4-5 2011.
The theme is “Conversations of Grace at the ROC!”
! It will be at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Colorado Springs, CO.
Wonderful speakers and terrific workshops are being planned.
This will be a much bigger event than our past
R O ( conferences, so you won’t want to miss it.
Lutheran Hour Check out the website for more information.

MINISTRIES http://www.lhm.org/roc/co.asp

REGIONAL OUTREACH CONFERENCE
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Seasons of Our Lives

7 Present Challenges and Choices

\7) Saturday March 26, 2011

N 8:30 A.M. — 12:30 P.M.

S\.7 FREE - Including Continental Breakfast
Mount Olive Lutheran Church

11500 E. 1Iiff Ave., Aurora, CO 80014

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, will be sponsoring a Senior Living Fair focusing on certain
needs of boomers and seniors. This is a FREE event.
Great information for people with aging parents, or who are approaching retirement, or
are retired and looking for helpful resources.

“Paying for Senior Care: How to Protect Your Assets and Estate” presented by guest
Speaker Attorney Bernard Poskus

“Making the Right Living Choice for You” presented by Guest Speaker Joanie Ander-
son of Christian Living Campuses

Many exhibitors who will provide information and answer questions regarding

IN-HOME CARE, RETIREMENT LIVING facilities, ASSISTED LIVING,
~ NURSING CARE facilities, LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE, plus aids
and resources to help people remain independent.

For further information for this event so that space can be reserved,
please call the church at (303) 755- 9123.

Rev. Dr. Steven Hein at Lutheran High School, Parker, CO July 18-20

“Defending Your Faith: Overcoming Timidity with Confidence”

Christians often find themselves on the defensive when challenged about the truthfulness of
their faith. How can we stand up for our beliefs without offending others? This course is de-
signed especially for the young Christian who is looking for answers and strategies by which the
Christian faith can be successfully defended in the face of today’s culture wars and the challenges
of post-modernism. Learn how to survive and thrive in today’s culture wars!
Sign up, do the readings before class, and get ready for some great discussions and applications.
Bring your youth group and maybe stay a couple more days to explore the Front Range.
There are several nearby motels if you need overnight accommodations.

What you will learn:
How to defend your faith
How to more than survive culture wars
The difference between giving offense and others taking offense
How to falk it like you walk it
How to think Christian and feel confident

Where: Lutheran High School of Parker

11249 Newlin Gulch Blvd, Parker CO
When: Monday, July 18 — Wednesday, July 20, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm daily
Coordinator: Rev. Joseph Murphy, Grace Lutheran Church, Parker CO, 303-840-5493
Cost: $100 (register before March 31 for an early bird discount and it is only $80)
Registration/information/ course outline: E-Mail to GraceLutheranParker@Gmail.com
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VBS Curriculum
Looking for a theologically rich yet very affordable curriculum
for your summertime VBS?

“River of Life” is a week-long reproducible VBS
curriculum from the Lutheran Heritage Foundation that features five favorite Bible stories: creation,
Noah and the ark, the crossing of the Red Sea,
Jonah, and the baptism of Jesus. Each lesson also ties to a different overseas
mission field and the culture of the people there. The craft projects can be made with items found on
hand at most churches, or with things that can be easily and cheaply
- donated by your members. Also included are music plans, snack ideas, and a sample end-of-week wor-
5 ship service. Total cost is a flat fee of $125. To order your free preview kit, send an e-mail to
info@LHFmissions.org or call their office at (800)554-0723.

On the Front Lines of Need

We held one of our six annual community outreaches last Sunday at Mt. Calvary in Grants,
New Mexico. We were having a "God Loves You Banquet" the day before Valentines Day,
serving up pizza, games, crafts, and a short Kids’ Church Service. As I talked with one of the
families who came and had recently moved away from our church, I was shocked to find they
had no plumbing and no electricity. This family with a number of small children did have
wood heat and food in their shack but were looking forward to moving back into the subsi-
dized apartments by our church and having water and lights again. They are 23rd on the wait-
ing list.
‘ Here is a profile of another family we minister to: This extended family has two par-
ents in prison and the other two parents are out of work. If they can't come up with the
$198 for rent, they like the first family, will be off to fend for themselves. Here's the
good news though. Most of this family- five children and their grandmother- were bap-
tized in our church January 30. We have had many Native Americans come to our Sun-
day School program for years and I had been praying for baptisms. It finally happened!
Praise God!
Now what hope for the future can we give families like this? We give them the
" amazing hope of Jesus and God's Word. We have provided necessities like food, dia-
. pers, and clothes. We would like to do more. I would like to see us start a "Will work
for food" program where one of the unemployed dads could use his roofing skills to roof a
Christian just-out-of-prison halfway house; then we could help the family with their rent.
May God help us to get this program going!
We out here in Grants and others like the Ysleta Lutheran Mission in El Paso are on the
front lines of need. In an army the front lines are well supplied by the rest of the forces. In
God's army, couldn't we do the same? Do you care about the rest of Christ's body? Though
we may be a little toe in Christ's body, please consider us who are staring need in the face as
your brothers and sisters in Christ. Jesus said in John 13:35: "By this all men will know that
you are my disciples, if you love one another." Here in Grants, Mt. Calvary is shining the
light of Jesus'
love. Ysleta Lutheran Mission is doing the same, for I have seen it with my own eyes for nine
years now. Please pray for us who are on the front lines of need. Great things are happening!
And with your prayers even more can be done! "You are the light of the world" (Matthew
5:14).

Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, GodCaresAboutY ou.net
Rev Mark T. Kluzek
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Bethesda Lut

%

heran Communities Denver, CO
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Please join your host, and first Denver Associate Board Chairman Carson Hogan as we invite
you to share in our vision for Bethesda’s Denver Associate Board.

- Gain experience in event planning

- Form bonds with other young professionals

- Build relationships with people with intellectual disabilities
- Be part of a new generation of support

Please RSVP to Katey.higgins@mailblc.org by April 5.

Hope Lutheran Church Food Pantry Opening

Hope Lutheran Church in Aurora, CO opened a food pantry in
February. The pantry is open for our neighbors every other
Thursday. In the first month we gave away over 5,000 pounds of
food to almost 80 households. If you (or your congregation, Bi-
ble Class, etc.) would like to be involved, please contact the
church office, 303-364-7416.

The “C” Word

Perhaps, you’ve heard of the “C” word. The “C” word can stop a person, and the family, right
in his/her tracks. The “C” word is ... cancer. How much impact that word has on you
probably depends on how close to home it has hit.

There’s another “C” word. It’s usually not liked much either. This “C” word is ... clean-

ing. Most folks like things to be clean. Fewer folks like doing the cleaning.

Here’s the connection between the first “C” word and the second one. There is a cleaning
service called CLEANING FOR A REASON, which provides FREE HOUSECLEANING
(once a month for up to four months) for women undergoing treatment for cancer. For further
information see ... www.cleaningforareason.org ... and, pass the word.

A few other “C” words can incorporated into the conversational scenario, too. Contacting
others in need might be your Calling because you Care. It just might be your Cause ... your
way of Changing the world with a little Cheer. You just might be the one who is Chosen by
God to provide Comfort this side of someone’s Coffin. Will you Commit yourself to
Conduct that is becoming of the faith in such a way? Perhaps your Congregation will
Consider, with the same Courage as Christ and the Cross, hearing the Cry of the Creator’s
Child for someone with a Concerned heart to take Charge.

Someone is in need of your help. Now, there’s a reason to be thankful! It could be the other
way around.

Charles Keogh, Chaplain
Denver VA Medical Center
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FOLLOWING IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF PAUL
OCTOBER 12-23, 2011

Presented and Hosted by
District President, Rev. Randall L. & Elizabeth Golter

A Pilgrimage to TURKEY & GREECE; October 12-23, 2011

Rocky Mountain District/LCMS is proud to offer you, your family and friends the opportu-
nity to experience the benefits and joys of traveling the world together in Christian fellowship.
12-Day Deluxe Escort Tour

Highlighting Istanbul, Churches of the Revelation and a 3-Night

Greek Island Cruise

Full day tour of Istanbul including the Roman Hippodrome Square, Blue Mosque with
its beautiful blue tiles, St. Sophia Church, Topkapi Palace, the Imperial Residential
Palace of

the Ottoman sultans, and leisure time for shopping at the Grand Bazaar.

We’'ll visit the Churches of the Revelation, and walk “in the footsteps” of Paul in Alex-
andria Troas, travel via the old Roman Road to Assos, visit the Acropolis in Pergamon,
travel to ancient Smyrna, visit Miletus where Paul visited on his 3rd missionary jour-
ney, and Ephesus where Paul spent two years preaching the word of God, here we
visit the House of Virgin Mary

3-Night Greek Island Cruise with Ocean-view Cabin,

to the island of Patmos where the Apostle John wrote the Book of Revelation, and on
to the beautiful island of Rhodes to visit the Acropolis of Lindos, marvel at the breath-
taking views covering the great expanse of the Aegean Seaand St . P a, wHere s
the apostle

cast anchor during his historic voyage to Ephesus, we visit the island of Crete and the
beautiful island of Santorini. Next stop, Athens, today we visit the Acropolis, the Par-
thenon and Mars Hill, the place where Paul found the Temple to Athena (the goddess
the city was named after). Above the temple entrance were the words “To The Un-
known God and using that as his theme, Paul preached about Jesus. We visit the ar-
chaeological site of Ancient Corinth where Paul lived and taught in AD 51 and 52.

Small Group, Space is Limited,
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT LutherTours
1-866-777-1517 or info@luthertours.com

B a
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Join us on twitter

http://twitter.com/#search?g=rmd lcms
We have open space for churches and schools for your events that are coming up. If you want
us to post please let us know. Ask for Doug Ullmann 303.695.8001

Join us on Facebook

Join the Rocky Mountain District on Facebook :
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Rocky-Mountain-District-LCMS/188572414511022

Roster Reports

CALL EXTENDED
Grace, Marlin, TX and Grace, Mart, TX, to Rev. David Loeschke, Immanuel, Las Vegas, N.M.
Grace, Hibbing, MN to Rev. James Nash, Trinity, Sterling, Colo.

CALLS DECLINED
Rev. Timothy Heupel, Beautiful Savior, La Vista, NE. to Epiphany, Castle Rock, Colo.

CHANGE OF STATUS
Rev. Norman Barnette, Mt Calvary, Estes Park, CO. to Emeritus

REMOVED/RESIGNED FROM ROSTER
Rev. Devon Woodyard, Cedar Crest, N.M.

TRANSFERRED TO DISTRICT
Paul Boettcher, Candidate, South Wisconsin to RMD

Rev. Robert Pinta, Emeritus, RMD to Northwest District

Upcoming Events — Rocky Mountain District

March

6-12  Lutheran Schools Week

11 LEAD Meeting, Denver, CO

15 Nurturing the Faith, Zion, Brighton, CO
17 Nurturing the Faith, St John’s, Denver, CO
18 Nurturing the Faith, Utah

May
6 LEAD Meeting, Denver, CO
16-17 Board of Director’s Meeting - RMD

August
1-2  RMD Board of Directors Meeting

September
13-15 Older Adults at YMCA of Rockies, Estes Park, CO

October
5-7  Professional Worker’s Conference, Breckenridge, CO

November

4-5  "Conversations of Grace at the ROC!" Conference, Colorado Springs,
CO, Crowne Plaza

7-8 RMD Board of Directors Meeting
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We Emcouragi® Youlr Prayers

Heavenly Father, we bring Rev. Gary Buss, Messiah, Grand Junction, CO, before
Your throne of grace and mercy. Grant him, his wife Beth, Pastor Storck

(the assistant pastor of Messiah), and the members of Messiah an awareness of
Your presence as Pastor Buss’s stage 3 cancer is being addressed. Enable his
doctors and the medical technicians to utilize the skills You have bestowed on
them. Remind Pastor Buss and his loved ones that Jesus is interceding for them
before Your throne so that they know Your peace. Amen.

Dearest Jesus, we offer a prayer of thanksgiving that because of Your death, resur-
rection, and ascension, Rev. Mario Lozano (Rey de Reyes, Las Cruces, NM) now
lives in the daylight of Your grace. His home is the city [the new Jerusalem] that
has no need of the sun nor the moon for its light because You, the Lamb, are its
light. Assure Pastor Lozano’s wife Suzanne and their four children (Emeliano,
Antonio, Melody, and Maricella) that You are their refuge and strength in the sad
days ahead. Bless the members of Rey de Reyes (King of Kings) with the sure
hope of seeing their pastor in “the new Jerusalem.” Thank You for enabling Pastor
Lozano to utilize the skills and gifts You bestowed on him as he served You in
Your kingdom as an undershepherd and as a father. Amen. (The congregation of
Rey de Reyes uses the facilities of Mission, Las Cruces, NM. Services for Pastor
Lozano were held on February 21. Please keep the Lozano family in your prayers.)

The mighty Lord is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. O heavenly Father, be
the refuge of Jan Hoener (editor of Peaks and Valleys in the Lutheran Witness)
and her family as they mourn the recent death of her younger brother. May those
who loved Jan’s brother be comforted in knowing that he is with his Savior Jesus.
Amen.

Lord God, send our holy angels to guard and protect all the students in our nursery
schools, pre-schools, colleges, universities, and seminaries. May they not only
increase in secular knowledge but also in the knowledge of Jesus Christ as their
only Savior from sin and the Lord of their daily lives. Help them to believe that
“the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10). Amen.

Heavenly Father, continue to be with all teachers in our schools. Guide them as
they make their daily preparations. Help them to realize how important a teacher is
in the lives, present and future, of their students. Encourage them to emphasize in
their classrooms the importance of students using their knowledge to the glory of
God. Grant them the courage to speak the Word of God in their teaching whenever
they have the opportunity. Amen.




